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— SHR ER my Pa- 
riſh mak ing mea 4 
ſit ſome Days 

' brous ght with —f— —— 


Linas wa Member of Parlianieat, , 


concerning the Bill for prev 


to 


(4): 
ko peruſe it, and give him my 


Thoughts of it. 


You muſt know I am one of 


thoſe People the World calls To- 


ries, and have ere had fo mean an 
e of any 

ritten by 20 higg, that Talways 
thought. it miſ- ſpending of my 
Time to 25 it fo I as à bare 


Reading. 
Lou are lod 4 th; us Country 


Gentlemen to be the Champion of 
the Whiggiſh Cauſe,” and (to deal 
freely with you) to have, fo 


holly devoted your ſelf to its 


9081 as to ſtick at nothing that 


may be -of uſe to opp and 
h maintain it. 2h 
Seeing therefore: your; 


in the Frontiſpiece, I reſolved to 


look no farther; but the Parſon 
(who is a very Honeſt, Learned, 


and Ingenious Man, and one that 
32 if | has 


thing that was 


(5) 
has no Fault, ſave only his having 
imbibed too much of your Whig- 

giſn Notions); preſſed me earneſtiy 
— lay afide all Prejudice, and give 
it an Impartial Reading, Which, 
after ſome Füncutz, 1 Pi d 
him I Would. 
have faithfully performed my 
Promiſe, and, have read, your | 
Letter twice over with; great 
Galmneſs and Attention, abſtract. 
ed from all manner of Prejudice 
and Partiality, and muſt; freely 
tell you, That L alſo wiſh, the Bil! 
may never paſs.intoa Law. : 

You have with, great 99 
giveny the World your; Reafons 
for your Opinion, and 1 ſhall take 
the freedom to give you, in return, 
my Reaſons why Lam of. the ſame 
Opinion. 

„entre of Style, or Elegan- 
& of : Expreſſion, you muſt. not 
we expect 


C83 


ex pect from me, WhO have: * 
dne left the apr and the gay 
World;” to Hen the retnäinder 


of my Days in quiet, in the 
Converſation of ſome Books aud 
two or thiee Friends, botht which 


I flatter my ſelf [ have wor choſen 
amiſs.” de © 


1 never in by yeun wet! Days 
thought an Arg@ment carry'd the 
more force with ſt for the gaudĩ· 
neſs of its dreſs; if a Man be but 


well heard, and well underſtood, 


it is enough; Whatever is more 
than this is too much. T3V9T \ 


But to uſe no further Apology, 


I ſhall fall dire&ly upon my Rea- 
ſons, why I hope the Bill will not 


receive the Royal Aſſent, What- | 
ever Fate it meets with L in 'other 


places. OL 
T have only this to Pieiziſe, 
That 1 take it for granted Bi 
I 


darries with it the Higheſt, Lagra- 85 
titude. 


againſt the Iatorcſh of. Bogle in 


Ga . Hs 
Bill runs in the words af your 


Letter, and ſo-ſhall not give you 


nor my ſelf the une of a eue 
titzon. 


My Reaſons are three, why I 


bebe the Bill will not ben. A In 


00 JSI 


* 


1K, denne 1 think ah Bi | 


aly, Becauſe bebgnk: it with be 


general. 

And laſtly, A Wal the 1 
tereſt of the Clergy and Church 
of re in Particular | 


ift. ** fay, 1 think the Bill e car- 
nes wich! it the higheſt Ingratitude. 
„All whefe Ages amongſt us will . 


allo it, cannot but remember 


the Eneroa chments and Violati- 


ane made by the late 


King 


(8) 


King Jane upon Gur Conſtitution 
both in Church and State * how - 


that unhappy: Prince, thi inking 
himſelf in little or no danget 


from the Churck of England, by 
the Ridiculous, Nonfenſical No- 


tion of paſſive Obedience, which 


too many of our” Church had 
conſtantly buzzd in his Ears, and 


ſtrain'd to ſuch a length as to 
crack the 'very! Sinews of our 
Laus and Conſtitution, not only 
Nighted and neglected thoſe of 


that Communion, but violated 


and profaned the moſt Sacred 
Places, by expelling from thence 


the true and fincere Worſhip of 
God, and introducing i in its room 


the Idolatry and Superſtition -of 


the Church of Rbme:; but leſt 


this Doctrine of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence-iſhould:; not prove ſtrong e- 
_ to bold them and for 12 
8 414 a- 


and A  =Þ „ „ 08 


CF 2 
| Nature might rebel againſt Prin- - 
_ ciple, that Prince thought it pro- 
per to attempt the ſtrengthening 
_ - himſelf againſt any ſuch Accident, 
by engaging the Proteſtant Diſſen- | 
ters to ftand by and ſupport him. 
He knew very well what perſe- 
cuting the Proteſtant Diſſenters of 
all denominations had ſuffered, as 
well under his own Reign, as that 
of his Brother's; how they had 
been barbarouſly and n 6 
drag d from the Places of their 
Worſhip, to filthy Goals and 
ſtinking Dungeons, and treated 
by their cruel Keepers with more 
inhumanity and barbarity than if 
they had been tlie higheſt Crimi- 
nals, and where *. of them 
ended their miſerable Lives; and 
all this, not for Injuſtice, not for 
Felony, not for Murther, not for 
Treaſon, but only for keeping a 


— 


* 


Con ſcience void of Offence ; only 


for W orſhiping the ſame God, the ; 
ſame Saviour of mankind in thats | 


own way! I fay, King James, to 


oblige the Proteſtant Difſenters to 


himſelf, and thereby ſtrengthen 


ir againſt the Church of 
England, Granted them a Tolera- 
tion to Worſhip God freely and 


openly after their own manner, 
without being liable to the Penal- 


ties of inhuman and unnatural 


Laws! This was certainly the 


higheſt Obligation that could be 
lay d on Subjects by a Prince, had 
it been ſincere; For what greater 


Bleſſing can there be than to have 
Conſcience at Liberty ? Con- 
ſcience that carries either Hell or 
Heaven with it; Conſcience that 
1s the Guide and Director of all 


our Actions; Conſcience that can 


make a Dungeon a Palace, and 
make a Crown fit uneaſy! | This 


388 — = rr g. g. A (HD. 
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This Toleration gave great un- 
eaſineſs to us of the Church of 
England, and eſpecially to our 
_ Clergy, we were all alarm'd at it! 
We ſaw threw the Diſguiſe, That 
the King did not give this Tolera- 
tion to diſſenting Proteſtants, out 
of any real regard to tender or 
ſcrupulous Conſciences, but only 
to divide and weaken the Prote- 


ſtant intereſt , and to have an " 
handle and pretence to Tolerate 


alſo thoſe of his own Perſwaſion, 
in order to the carrying his grand 
Point of having the Penal Laws 
and Teſt taken off by Act of Par- 
liament, ſo that he might be able 
to bring his Papiſts into all Places 
of Truſt and Profit in the King- 
dom. 
_ Tk 1s alarm'd us of the 
Church of England, and put us all, 
eſpecially our Clergy, upon en- 
2 dCdeavouring 


Cn * | 
deavouring to open the Eyes of 
the Diſſenters, and let them ſee 


through the Mask of the King's 
Defigns ! Nothing was then more 


common than to ſee our Clergy 
and Diffenting Miniſters walking 
and converſing friendly together! 
They every day viſited each 
other at their Houſes, our 
| Clergy called them Brethren, and 
aſſured them, That on a proper 
Occaſion, they would readily and 
heartily fall into proper Meaſures _ 
for a Comprehention, or at leaft 
for the Eſtabliſhing and Confirm- 


ng to them Liberty of Conſcience 


5 a Law. 


All that was then deßired * 
the Diſſenters was, that in their 


Elections for N of Parlia- 
ment, they would joyn in their 


Votes with the Church of England, 


for ſuch Members as would br 
the 


(13) 
the taking off the penal Laus and 
Teſt! This moſt of the Diſſen- 
ters readily Comply d with; Com- 
ply'd with, tho' they ood lyable 
to the Penalties of thoſe very 
Laws; ; and to their Complyance 
it is perhaps to be attributed, 
that the Teſt, the Grand Bulwark 
of our Laws, our Religion, and 
our Conſtitution, is ſtill in Force. 
Every Body knows how, not 
long after, the Prince of Orange 
was call'd in by the Church of 
England to reſcue our Religion, 
our Laws, our Liberties, 'our Pro- 
perties, and our Lives from the 
Arbitrary and Tyrannick Power 
of the late King Fames ; and that 
the Diſſenters joyn d heartily and 
unanimouſly with the Church of 
England in placing the Crown 
on the Head of our Deliverer the 
- great OP V. iam ol W 
85 an 


(14) 
and Immortal Memory; upon 
which, by way of Gratitude to 


| thoſe Proteſtant Diſſenters for their 


paſt Services, and in performance 
of repeated Promiſes made them 
at a Time, when if. they had ad- 
hered to King James 3 the 
Church of England, according to 
the Invitation made them, our 
Conſtitution both in Church and 
State, muſt have been in the moſt 
imminent Danger. An Act of 
Parliament paſs'd in the firſt Year 
of the late King William and Queen 
Mary, by which Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters are excepted from the 
Penalties in all Acts of Parlia- 
ment made againſt them, and a 
Power 1s thereby given to their 
Miniſters, Preachers and Teach- 
ers, toPreach and Teach their Con- 
gregations openly and publickly 


— to the Terms and Conditi- 
ons 


( 
ons in the ſaid Act, with a pe- 
nalty of Twenty Pounds upon any 


Perſon that ſhall diſturb ſuch Con- 
gregations, or miſ-uſe the Teach- 


er: Now, I ſay, can it be ſup- 4 


poſed, that an Act of Parliament 
ſhall grant to Diſſenting Prote- 
ſtants to have Congregations and 
Meetings, and to have Miniſters, _ 
Preachers, and Teachers amongſt, 
them, that it did not grant them 
alſo the Means that they ſhould 
think neceſſary to qualify them- 
ſelves and Children, with an E- 
ducation proper to receive the 
Inſtruction of their Teachers; and 
to qualify alſo their Miniſters 
with an Education and Learning 
proper for the diſcharging of their 
Function? Certainly it cannot 
be ſuppoſed otherwiſe; it muſt 
have been implied within the 
Equity and Juſtice of this Ac, 
| tho! = 


(16). 


tho? not mentioned in exprels, 
Terms; for to grant the Diſſen- 
ters the Liberty of having Mini. 
ſters, Preachers, and Teachers in 
their own way of Worſhip, and 
not to allow their Children 


Schools of Education after their 


own manner, nor. Seminaries for 
young People, where they may be 


inſtructed in Literature, Philoſo- 5 


phy and Accademical Learning, E 
to qualify them for the Miniſtry 
in their own way, is to grant them 
the End, but to deny them the 
Means to attain that End! Res 
eſſet unius ætatis, for by this Rule, 
the Tolleration Act, extended to 


the Then Diſſenting Teachers, 


and the Adult Perſons of their 
Congregations only, without in- 
cluding their Poſterity, or ſuch as 
ſhould ſucceed. in their Miniſterial | 
Function: which is moſt ridicu · 
lous and abſurd to imagine. The 


Gr 17 bo 
The Parli iament that made that 
122 was à wiſe and judicious 
"Aﬀembly, they had felt the Ty- 
ratiny of the lateyKing James, as 
well with relationjito their Civil 
as Religious Rights, they knew 
very well the worth of Liberty; 
that Conſcience was not to be op- 
preſſed, that Perſecution, r it 
as encteaſe the Number of 
Hy pocrites, yet it never made one 
real Proſelite; and therefore de- 
figned by this Act to give all Pro- 
teſtant Biſſenters (Conforming to 
the Terms required by the Act) 
not only free Liberty to ſerve God 


in their publick Aſſemblies in their 


own way, but alſo to train up and 

educate their Children i in the ne 

manner. 

The Diſſenters had at the time 

of making this Act (whatever 

_ * have * preſent) Men 
== 


of great Senle and Lemning 2 
mongſt them, ſuch as Dr. Bates, 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Howe, Mr. Mead, 


Mr. Barter aud others, and it 


cannot be ſuppoſed theſe Men 
would have been eaſy, without 
having proper and expreſs Terms 
in the Act relating to Schools and 
Seminaries for the Education of 
their Children, had they not 
thought it had been 1 and 
ne imply'd. 

It was a ſaying never to be "AY 
gotten of Lewis the 13th, when 
Roche ! was ſurrendred to him, 
That tho? he could wiſh all his Subjects 5 
were of his own Religion, yet becauſe 

he knew Conſcience was not to be forced, 
and that a Man could not believe what 
he would, all he expected from them 
was, To be good _ and TOW 


+ Frenchmen, 


Man- 


619) 
Mankind is Born with a natural 
liberty both of Body and Mind; 
and it 1s infinitely a leſs Crime to 
Impriſon the Body without Cauſe, 
than to burthen and confine the 
Conſcience. | 
Have the Diſſenters done any af A 
to deſerve this ſevere uſage, to 
have their natural Right as Maw: | 
as Chriſtians, and even as Parents, | 
taken from them? Have they not | 
affiſted us with their Purſes and 
Blood in giving Liberty to Europe, 
by freeing her from the Danger of 
an Univerſal Monarchy ; with 
which ſhe was lately threatned by 
the Houſe of Bourbon? Have they 
been guilty of any act of diſloy- _ 
alty to the Queen? Did they Re- 
bel or take up Arms on the Faſſing 
the Act to exclude them from all 
Places of Truſt or Profit? No: 
* have quietly and peaceably 
C2 ub; 


(20) 


"FLREY to be Excluded Ann . 


all temporal Honours and Pre- 
ferments, and have always ſhewn 
2 conſtant and ſteady Loyalty 
to her Majeſty; And ſhall we 


not be content ro exclude them 
from all manner of Places of 
Honour, Truſt and Profit here, 
but maſt we alſo exclude them 


from Heaven - hereafter? I ſay, 
from Heaven hereafter! For what- 


ever is nof of Faith is Sin. And 
the ſame thing may be a good 
action in one Man, who acts ac- 
cording to his Faith and the dictates 


of his Conſcience, and be finful 


in another, whoſe Faith and Con- ; 


ſcience tell him it is . 


.-F look upon; this Act off 1 


een be in the nature of a ſacred 


Stipulation or League made be- 
tween us ard the Diſfenters, and 
aught not to be broken, 1 in upon on 
vinlated. N If 


1 ; 
=p -e AY PO 4a 1 W G oa re . a es a 


If Joſhua held himſelf obli ged to 
F- the Oath or Treaty he had 
made with the Gibeonites, tho' he 
found himſelf im poſed upon by 
them by their muſty Bread and old 
Clothes for a People of a far di - 
ſtant Country, when they were In. 
habitants of the Land of Canaan, 
whom God had deſtin d to be de- 
ſtroy d, I ſay, if Jh thought 
himſelf Aa to keep his Oath 
made with thoſe _ Canaanites 
that had thus imposd upon him ;- 
and if God Almighty 400 Vears 
After afflicted the Iſraelites with a 

terrible Famine, for that Saul had 

ſlaughter'd ſome of the deſendants 
of Toſs Gibeonites, and his Anger | 
could not be app asd till Seven of 
Saul's Sons were deliverd.to them, 
and by them Hang up, What 
then muſt we ex 

Tas een anc ; cruelly wich 858 

. Bre- 


0219 = 


when we deal 


a 
Brethren, after an Act of Parlia- 
ment, the publick Faith of the Na- 
tion, made for their Security? Will 
they not have reafon to Complain, 
that we Church-men have the ſpi- 
rit of Perſecution? And that by 
virtue of a Toleration, under a 
Popiſh Prince, they enjoy'd more 
Religious Liberty, than they are 
now permitted, when the beſt of 
Queens, a moſt Religious, Pious, 
Proteſtant, Princeſs fits upon the 
Throne! N 


adlly, I hope this Bill will not 
paſs, becauſe I think it will be a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of England in 
general. - EE... 
| Every Body that is acquainted 
with Hiftory, muſt know the 
Grandure, Power, and Opulen- 
cy of the Dukes of Burgundy, 
they were Lords of all the Seven- 

| FL, wy nb teen 


(027) 
teen Provinces, and extended ic 
ſelf from the German Ocean to 
the Feet of the Alpes: Their 
Subjects liv'd quietly and eaſily 
under their Government, which 
gave ſuch Life and Encourage- 
ment to Trade, that they became 
Maſters, in a manner, of the 
Commerce of the World. 
The Trade of England was 
then a Trifle; ſhe had ſcarce any 
thing to boaſt of but her Wooll, 
and that ſhe ſent to Callis, From 
whence it was tranſmitted | into 
the Duke of B urgundy 8 Domini- 
ons, and there Manufactured: 
| This brought ſuch immenſe Riches 
into that Country, that it gave 
Birth to the Order of Knights of 
the Golden Fleece, which was 
inſtituted in Honour of our Eng- 
% Woolls, and is given by the 
. of Spain at this de, not as 
Kings 


_ nity and Juſtice as the old Dukes 


* — 
— 5 — < Ir 1 
1 — 23 
— — "a 8 , * 
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Kings of Spain, but as Dukes of 
Burgundy. Thus for ſome Ages, 
our Wooll grew not ſo much for 
our own as the benefit of others; 
we did not know how to Improve 
the Bleſſing God Almighty had 
beſtowed upon us; we could not 
make our Wooll into Cloth, but 


were forced to fetch it back again 
from our Neighbours at a: vaſt 
Expence, after they had Manu- 


factur d it: This was a certain 
method of encreaſing the Riches 
of that People, and Impoveriſning 


our ſelves; and this, in all proba- 


bility, had been our Fate to this 
Day, had the Houſe of Auſtria 
(which by the Marriage of Maxi- 


millian with the only Daughter and 


Heir of Charles Duke of Burgun- 
dy became poſſeſſed of theſe Coun- 


tries) govern'd with the fame Le- 


of 


*. 
of Burgundy had din and per- 
mitted them the enjoyment of their 
Ancient Rights and Privileges ; 
but Philip the Second King of Spain, 
being Hereditary Lord of thoſe 
Countries, as deſcended from the 
above- mention'd Dutcheſs of Bur- 
; gundy, his great Grand mother, 
and being poſſeſſed of Spain and 
other vaſt Territories in Europe, 
together with the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies, as deſcended Rom Joan his 
Grand · mother, who was Daugh- 
ter and Heir to Ferdinand and Iſa- 
bella King and Queen of Spain, and 
having unjuſtly ſeized on the King · 
dom of Portugal on the Death of 
Henry called the Cardinal King, he 
gave no bounds to his Ambition; 
he was not contented with his own 
Hereditary Dominions, (too much 
for any one Prince) but affected 


an univerſal Monarch, and an Ab- 


NI __ vwiute 


* 


26) 


ſalute, Deſporick, and Tyrannick 
Power over his own natural Sub- 


jects; he had imbibed Ambition 


from his Father Charles V. the 
Emperor, and Cruelty and Ty- 
ranny were deſcended to him from 
his great Grand-father Ferdinand; 
the Barbarous Author of the In- 
quitition. This Diabolical Com- 
miſſion which was at firſt intended 
againſt the poor Moors of Granada, 
wasafterwards, and is to this day, 

Executed with the utmoſt Cruelty 
againſt the Proteſtants. This Court 
of Inquiſition, Ifay, which had 
its Original from Hell, this cruel 
Prince Philip attempted to ſettle in 
the Low-Countries, and thereby to- 
tally to extirpate the Proteſtant 


Religion, which had then gotten 


good root there; innumerable 
where the Barbarous and Inhumane 


Executions and Murthers he com- d 


„„ 


mitted there, and at the ſame time 
broke in upon, and violated all their 
Civil Rights, and intended, as ſome 
have thought, an Extirpation of-the 
old, and a Replantation of . thoſe 
Countries with new Inhabitants. 
It is not to the preſent purpoſe to 
ſhew how the Belgians thus provo- 
ked revolted from him, and how this 
gave birth to that great and glorious 
Commonwealth, or rather that Con- 
federacy of Seven Commonwealths, 
now known by the Name of the 
Seven United Provinces, and which 
after near 80 Vears continual War, 
his Sucgeſſor was forced to own for 
a Free and Independant State, con- 
feſs the juſtice of their Cauſe, and 
make Peace with them upon their 
own Conditions, leaving every in- 
dividual Province in the full exer- 
ciſe of that Government which they 
hed ſet up excluſive of a King, and 
D'2 
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the Seven United Provinces in a joynt 
Execution of their new Model, and 


for common Safety and Preſervation 


of the whole, under the Title of the 
States Genaral. Thus the Ambitious 
and Wicked Deſigns of this haughty 


Monarch Philip II. were fruſtrated 
and brought to nothing, by an hand- 
ful of his own Subjects made deſpe- 


rate by his Cruelties, aſſiſted by our 
Pious and Immortal Queen Eliſabeth. 


This ſhould be a Leſſon of Inſtru- 


ction to Princes, not to uſe their 
Subjects with Severity and Cruelty, 


but with Tenderneſs, Love and Af- 


fection, and without all manner of 
Partiality, confidering that God has 
made them the common Parents of 
all their People; and difference in 
Opinion in matters of Faith where 
the ſatne Subſtantials are believed; 


and no foreign Juriſdictions ac- | 
knowledged, ſeems ſcarce a better 


foun- 


. 
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foundation for partiality in the AF- 


fections of a Prince towards his 


Subjects, than difference ot Faces 
or Complections: And I muſt own; 
that could the Roman Catholicks part 
from this Tenet of acknowledging 
à Foreign Juriſdiction, and ſome o- 
ther uncharitable Tenets I ſhall at 
preſent forbear to Name , there 
would: be as much reaſon for their 
enjoying the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion as for us of the Church of 
England. But Idigreſs too much. 
This cruel Perſecution of Pbilip II. 
in the, Lam Countries, drove vaſt 
numbers of his Subjects of the 
Reformed Religion into foreign 
Countries; England had her ſhare, 
and it is to that Perſecution 
that we owe thoſe worthy and opu- _ 
lent Citizens, the Honblns, the 
Papillions, the Dubois's, the Desbove- 
ries, the Lethailliers, and W 


Riches to the Engliſh Nation, they 
brought Trade * with them. 
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ble others, whoſe Anceſtors fled from 
the Tyrany of their Prince. 

Theſe did not come empty hand- 
ed, but brought with them immenſe 


and taught us how to Manufacture 
our own Wooll at home, without 
ſending it unmanufactured to à fo- 
reign Market ta the impoveriſhing 


of our ſelves. - To theſe Proteſtant 


Refugees we owe the immenſe Rich- 


es this Nation now poſſeſſes, To 


theſe it is owing that our hands! are 
advanc'd in their value from 12 to 
20 years Purchaſe, and that the In- 


tereſt of Money is fall'n from 10 J. 
to 6. and 5 /. per Cent. per Ann. And 


are we willing to have our Lands 


fall down again to 12 years Pur: 


chaſe, and Intereſt advance to 10 4. 
per Cent? | Certainly no Engliſh 


Man will have a face to own 


it. | But 


But this was our Caſe in the beginning 
of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, till our Trade 
encreaſed-in the manner I have above- 
mentioned; and this I fear will be our, Caſe 
again ſhould this Bill paſs into a Law. + 
Trade and the Landed Intereſt, are fo 
inſeparably join d together (tho too many 
of our Country Gentlemen will not ſee it) 
rhat the enareaſe of the one naturally in- 
fers the advance of the other; and on the 
contrary, the decreaſe of the one infalli- 
bly carries with it the declenſion of the o- 
ther; the Inſtances I have given above of 
the advance of the value of Lands, and 
_ the leſſening of Intereſt by the encreaſe of 
dur Riches by Trade, is a plain Demon- 
The Diſſenters are the: chief Traders 
throughout the Kingdom in the Woollen 
Manufacture, and there is ſcarce any other 
Trade which has received any Improve- 
ment during the War, but what they are 
more orleſs concern d in; ſuppoſe theſepeo- 
ple ſhould grow uneaſy ſhould this Bill 
paſs into a Law (as certainly they will) 
and ſhould remove into Foreign Coun- 
tries more Hoſpitable than their Na- 
tive Soil, What would be the Conſequence 
of this? Why the very ſame misfortune 
would attend England as did the Le- 


Countries, 


e 
Countries, (for Traders will certainly car. 
ry Trade along with them) all the Pro- 


teſtant Countries in the World would be 


inviting and encouraging them by great 
Immunities and Privileges to come and 


ſettle amongſt them, and 1 am very con- 


fident that the French King himſelf would 
not be the laſt that would invite them, 


nor the loweſt bidder for them; he is not 


ſo great a Biggot, but would make his 
Religion ſtoop ro his Intereſt, and to en- 


courage our Clothiers, our Hatters, our 
Silk-Weavers, and our Glaſs- makers, to 
ſettle in France, would ſuſpend (as to them) 


all his cruel Edicts againſt thoſe of the Re- 


formed Religion, and give them much 
greater Immunities than any of his natu- 
ral Subjects, tho? of his on Religion, 


now enjoy: I cannot ſay how far ſuch a 
Temptation may prevail with an exaſpe- 


rated People, but ſhould it ever happen, 


Exgland, which is now the Envy of her 
Neighbours, would ſoon become their 
Contempt, and the Houſe of Bourbon by 


the encreaſe of Trade, and conſequently of 


Naval Power, ( whilſt ours is declining ) 
would ſoon gain by a Peace, what it could 
not do by a War, I mean an Univerſal 


Monarchy. But ſhould this unhappy Peo- 
ple go no further than to the North ſide of 


the 


mY 


the 'Twede, and ſettle in Scotland, (where 
by the inviolable Act of Union they will 
be at liberty to enjoy their Religion ac- 

cording to their Conſciences ) this, tho? 
it would be no detriment to Great- Britain 


in general, becauſe as a Kingdom, and with 
relation to the whole, it is the ſame thing 


Whether the Trade and Riches of it be 
lodged in the North or South parts, but 


yet England, poor England would be ths 
ſufferer ; She would ſoon be depopulated, 
and all her rich Vales turn'd into Boggs, 
her Farmers would be undone, her Rents 


fink to nothing 3 Edinboroug i would emu- 


late London, the glorious Trading Navy 


which now Rides on the Thames would be 
ſeen Riding in the Frith, and the Epithet 


of Poor would be no longer applicable to 


the Scot but to the Engliſb- man. We are 
not to flatter our ſelves that the barren Soil 


of Scotland, and the inclement Northern 
Air, will difcourage them from ſettling 
there; No, this is abſurd to imagine. The 


Cruelty and Oppreſſion of the Popes has 
turn'ꝭ d all the Rich and Fertil Country a- 
bout Rome, into an uninhabited and un- 
healthy Bogg, whilſt the love of Liberty 
tias made populous the barren Mountains 
of the Alpes: This is ſo known a fact, 
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+ that every Gentleman that has been at 


Rome, and through Switzerland and tbe 
Country of the Griſons, reports it to be 
true. And | fear ſhould this Bill pals, Lands 


in Scotland will ſoon be worth 30 years 
Purchaſe, whilſt thoſe in England will 


have difficulty to find a Purchaſer at any 
Rate. 

When the Acc of Parliament paſod to 
qualify Members to ſit in the Houſe of 
Commons, by having each at leaſt 300 J. 


per Annum, every body thought it would 


raiſe the value of Lands, from the num- 


ber of Purchaſers that were expected to 


qualify themſelves; but I fear ſhould this 


Bill pals, the great number of Sellers will 


much more ſink the value of our Lands: 
For what Diſſenter in the Kingdom will 
keep any Lands in a Country where the 
natural Right of a Parent is taken from 
him, where he is deny'd the Education 
of his Children in- his own way? So that 
1 muſt fay, were there no other Argu- 


ment againſt the Bill but this, I wonder 


any Man that has a Foot of Land i in Eng- 


land ſhould be for the Paſſing it into a 
Law! And ſhould it Paſs both Houſes, * 
hope notwithſtanding, our Good, our 
Gracious Queen, Who is the common, 


Parent 
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Parent of all her People, will not give it 
the Royal Aſſent. | 


I come now in the laſt Place to ſhew 
that I hope this Bill will not Paſs, be- 
cauſe I think it againſt the Intereſt of the 
Clergy of path in particular. 


The perſecutions of diſenting prote- 
ſtants in King Charles the Second's Reign, 
and in that of the late King James, brought 
infinite Scandal on our Clergy, tho? I re- 
ally think they did not merit it. but thoſe 
Cruelties were behind the Curtain owing 
to the Papiſts, who excited thoſe Mo- | 
narchs to ſuch barbarous Actions; and 
ſhould this Bill Paſs, I fear there would 
be, (tho unjuſtly ) the ſame Reflections 
thrown upon them. Our Saviour was fo 
far from laying down any Precept of ſe- 
verity, that he Commanded us to Love 
our very Enemies; and was alſo ſo far 
from encouraging the uſe of Force or: 
Compulſion, that he Commanded his 
Diſciples, if any Man firuck them on the 
one Cheek, to turn to hlm the other! 
He was the Prince of Meekneſs and of 
Peace; and it has been uſed as an Argu- 
ment of the truth of his Doctrine, Thar 
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it has ſpread it ſelf through the World ; - 
not like that of Mahomet, by Fire and 
Sword, but by the Meeknefs, Patience, 
Sufferings and Blood of its Profeſſors: 
Sanguis Martyrum , fuit ſemen Eccleſiz, 
Their exemplary Lives, their pious 
Deaths, their Patience under. their Tor- 
ments, and their praying for their very 
; Perſecutors, often Converted their Tor- 

mentors , and who afterwards ſuffered 
M-rryrdom themſelves. I fay, the Do- 
 Qrine Taught by the Bleſſed» Jeſus, was 
a Doctrine of Love; and the ſame 
Doctrine was Preached by the Glorious 
Army of Martyrs and Confeſfors that 
ſuffered for his Name, and are now Reign- 
ivg with him in Glory. Perſecution is 
the Mark of the Devil, the mark of An- 
tichri.., And ſhall we of the Reformed 
Religion fall into the ſame Practice! How 
can we-ever after object to Roman Ca- 


1 halicks their Cruelties exerciſed on Pro- 


teſtants, when we Proteſtants are for 
taking away the Natural Right Prote- 
Rant Parents have over their Children? 
Suppoſe God Almighty for our Sins 
ould. ſet hereafter a Popiſh Prince 

upon the Throne, who ſhould Treat Us 
the Church of England in the manner 


this 
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this Bill is for Treating Proteſtant Dif. 
ſenters, by directing all our Children 
to be taken from us and Educated 
Roman Catholicks, 1 ſay, ſuppoſe ſuch 
a thing ſhould happen (which Gd 
Almighty avert) could we by the 
Rule of Lex talionis, the Golden Rule 
of doing as we would be done by, open 
our Mouths againſt it? Should we not 
rather ſay with Joſeph's Brethren, We 
are werily guilty concerning our Brother, | 
in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul | 
when he beſought us, and we would not 
hear, therefore is this diſtreſs come upon 
= 3 1. 
The AQ of Parliament above mention- 
ed that tollerates Diſſenters in their way 
of Worſhip, has taken care not withſtand- 
ing to ſecure to the Clergy of our Church 
their Tythes and all other Parochial Du- 
ties, ſo that they are no loſers by the Tol- 
leration Act; but ſhould this Bill paſs, 
and the Diſſenters remove themſelves into 
foreign Countries, or into Scotland, the 
Clergy will be in Property as great Suffer- 
ers ia the declenſion of the value of their 


Glebe Lands and Tythes, as we of the 
Tn.” „ | 


\ 


Be 


”. DR 
* Befides, this way of proceeding reflects 
upon the good Senſe and Learning of our 
Clergy, as if they ſtood in need of being 
Tapported by that forcible Argument, 


known by the Name of Argumentum facu- 
linum; but Experience has long ſince in- 
formed the World, that tho* that way of 
arguing may break a Man's Head, it will 
never alter his Opinion, nor inform his 
Judgment. os ” 
But the ſtrongeſt Argument againſt this - 
= Bill is, That Her Majeſty, whoſe Royal 
'' Word is as Sacred as the moſt Solemn Oath, 1 
| has ſooften declar'd from the Throne, that . 
| ſhe would inviolably maintain the Tollera- e 
1 tion and Liberty of Conſcience granted }| | 
1 to Proteſtant Diſſenters, and ſhe will cer- 1 
tainly never break that Royal Word. 
| But! have run this Letter to a much Fe 
greater length then at firſt deſign'd; I b 
1 ſhall therefore only add, That I amafraid . | 0 
we attack our Friends, and neglect our £L 
Enemies; our grand and moſt formidable 1 
Enemies are certainly the Roman Catho: tt 
licks, who, ever ſince the Reformation, have fu 
never been without a Plot to reſtore their | ® 
Idolatrous Religion, they doubtleſs laugh fo 
in their Sleeves to ſee our unhappy Divi» C 
fions ; they very well know the Diſſenters N 


= - | 
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are as much their avowed Enemies, as w 


1 


of the Church of England, and would be 


glad to have. us deſtroy one another, that 
the whole Proteſtant Intereſt might be: 

come to er e e It is notte 
Strength of the Roman Catholicks chat 
are Natives amongſt us, that we arę gg 

to be apprehenſive of, no, the Power is 

infinitely more formidable, the whole 
Order of the Jeſuits are conſtantly at 

work to undermine our Holy Religion, 

and whenever a proper opportunity ſhall 

offer, will have ready to aſſiſt them from 

all Quarters of the Roman Catholick 
World, a Force too Powerful to be de- 


—_ 


* 


But to conclude, — Tho? I have the 
higheſt Veneration for the Clergy of the 
Church of England, tho? Iam a Member 
(tho N of that Church, which 

I eſteem the glory of the Reformation; 
tho I am in Communion with her, and 
fully deſign and hope never to have Com- 

mmunion with any other, yet I cannot 

forbear ſaying, that tho? I look upon the 

Church of England yo be the ſtrongeſt 
Fortreſs in the World againſt Popery, 
yet I eſteem our Proteſtant Diſſenters 
3 * 
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_6ur common Enemy the Papiſts, Would 


Out · works to her; and ſhoudd 
be once taken away or deſtroyed, 


* 


on make à Lodgment upon her Conn- 
terſcarp, and God knows then how 
Don the Town would be forced to Sur« 
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